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“|n seed time, lcarn,
in harvest teach,
in winter crjog.”

—William Blake

CALANDER POINTS

Primary Classroom Open
For Parent Observation
Starting November 6, 2006

November 15, 2006
7PM - 8:30 PM
Parent Learning Workshop
Topic TBA

Please email Kate with
suggestions of topics you would
like to know more about. The
PLW will then be tailored to your
requests. Look for an update in
the November 10th edition of
Parent Points.

justcallmekate@hotmail.com

Thc Fami13 Lcaming House

B7 Li Yuan Xiao Qu
Xiangjiang Bei Lu
Beijing 100103
(8610) 8430 2547

www.thefamilylearninghouse.com

| MAKEPOVE RTYHISTORY

Children in the Primary classroom painted
a banner background for
MAKEPOVERTYHISTORY after reading
“For Every Child” a storybook by Caroline
Castle about the rights of children. Some
of the difficult questions raised by children
included “Why are there children without
food and medicine?” and “Why do some
families not have any money to buy
clothes and shoes?” We are using this
activity as a starting point to brainstorm
ways that we can be of service to other
families and children who are in need of
support against poverty.
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GENTLENESS VISITOR

Special thanks to Auntie Carmen who
brought Anika into the primary
classroom on October 19th to discuss
= Gentleness. Her presentation
concluded a two week study about the
place gentleness has in our
classroom and in our daily lives. We
encourage parents to look for ways
their children practice gentleness at
home and give a quick
acknowledgement recognizing this
virtue.
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VIRTUE OF THE WEEK

Every two weeks our character education program brings a
different virtue into focus.

Please take a minute to review the following information to
help demonstrate the place our virtue of the week has in
your life. Remember, the best way we can guide our
children is to model the behaviour we expect to see in them.

RESFONSIBILITY

Being responsible means that others can depend on you. It
is doing something well and to the best of your ability.
Being responsible is being willing to be accountable for what
you do or do not do. It means humbly accepting credit
when things go right and correction when things go wrong.
When you are responsible, you keep your agreements.
Being responsible is the ability to respond ably.

| am practicing responsibility when ...

Take my agreements seriously

Respond ably by doing things to the best of my ability
Focus on my own part, not someone else’s

Am willing to accept credit and correction

Admit my mistakes

Am ready and willing to clear up misunderstandings

I am responsible. | give my best to all that | do and keep my
agreements. | welcome both praise and correction for my
actions.




PRIMARY TRIF TO TONGDAECOSYSTEMFPARK

On Friday October 27, 2006 our school held its first field trip
of the year. We visited the Tong Da Ecosystem Park where
children observed a working greenhouse, planted some bean
plants and enjoyed a greenhouse grown snack. A big thank
you to all of our parent volunteers who helped by driving and
chaperoning the trip.

The field trip capped off our month long study of plants. Our
children have been learning about the parts of the plant, the
life cycle of a plant and have used plants to create several
pieces of artwork. In November our month long theme will
be the solar system and we have many exciting activities
planned for the children.
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Monday—Thursday 9 -10AM , 4 1-2PM
9AM - 10 AM and 1PM-2PM
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By Kate Millie, MEd.

The adult mind produces images like a painter. The painting
is never going to be exact; it is a rendering of reality. A child’s
mind is more like a camera; it takes an exact picture of its
environment and then goes into the darkness waiting to be
developed. Only when the film develops do we know what the
picture will look like. This exact absorption ability that children
have is what Montessori called the Absorbent Mind.
Developing in the darkness is the Secret of Childhood.

It is only after 6 years old that we see what the child has
absorbed. A child does not actually learn — a child, instead,
has an intense, unconscious absorption and passion for the
environment. A child’s mind is like a sponge, the child will
absorb what is there.

With this in mind we must ensure that we create
environments where children can absorb the best possible
information. Remember that the child is always absorbing:

e Images: Ensure that television is kept at a minimal and
that books are reality based.

e Relationships (human, animal, inanimate, natural
relationships): ensure that your relationships are true and
real, have open and honest communication with your child
and with your family members, ensure that you are all
treating each other with respect.

e Deep seated feelings (spoken or unspoken): your child
will know if there is conflict in the household and will also
understand the deep love you feel for your family.

e Qualities (shapes, size, texture, odour): offer your child a
wide range of food options giving them a chance to broaden
their pallet while young, this will ensure that they will enjoy a
wide range of foods when older

e Language (s): the best time for a child to learn another
language is from 0-6 after 6 it is far more difficult. If you
speak another language consider doing so in the home to
allow your child an understanding of this language.

e Movement: Children will learn to walk and run by
absorbing these movements and watching the people around
them.

e Order and consistency: ensure that your household is
clean and orderly, everything having a place, make sure that
you show order to your child (how to set the table, make the
bed, etc).

The absorbent mind is involuntary. The mind of a child is not
formed or complete. It is in process, taking shape in the
environment. Whatever is absorbed becomes the substance
of the brain and shapes the brain. “Impressions do not really
enter a child’s mind, they form it.” - Maria Montessori
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